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SJSU impacted, to admit fewer students
MATTHEW KIMEL
Staff Writer

Unaware that the California State
University system’s budget cuts will
affect student enrollment next year,
a family of four from Valencia, Calif.,
came to SJSU Friday with two children interested in someday attending
the university.
“Not my chances,” said Rachel Mazie on whether CSU budget cuts or a declared impaction will affect her getting

into the school. “I have a good GPA.”
On Nov. 17, CSU Chancellor
Charles Reed declared a systemwide
impaction, which means fewer students will be admitted to the system in
Fall 2009. The impaction was caused
by “mid-year budget cuts and the
state’s worsening fiscal crisis,” according to the CSU Web site.
Mazie, a senior at Academy of the
Canyons Middle College High School,
simultaneously attends College of the

Canyons, a community college, and
said she currently has a 4.0 GPA and has
already finished several college courses.
In the Fall 2008 semester, 24,572
individuals applied to SJSU as firsttime incoming freshmen, but only
6,228 enrolled in the school, according
to information provided by Pat Lopes
Harris, the SJSU media relations specialist, and the SJSU Office of Institutional Research.
In this upcoming Fall semester,

SJSU received 20,401 first-time freshman applications.
Mazie and her brother Josh, a junior at the academy, were not aware of
the CSU budget cuts, but their mother
Carol was.
“We were aware of budget cuts, but
we weren’t aware the school was impacted,” said Carol Mazie, referring to
herself and her husband Jeff. “I knew
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Longboarding club trains its members to skate
PETER HIRONAKA
Staff Writer

Every Wednesday at 10 p.m., the
longboarding club meets in the Campus Village courtyard. From there, a
group of about 20 skateboarders kick
and push their way over to one of the
garages on campus.
LocoMotion Longboarding, as they
call it, officially became a student organization this semester. Matt Sanchez,
the club’s founder and president, said
the club got started when he and a few
of his close friends found a common
bond with the sport.
“Basically it was just myself and

Defensive tackle wins
WAC co-defensive
player of the year

my roommates, who all really love
longboarding,” said the sophomore
art major. “We just decided, ‘Why not
just make a club out of it?’”
Sanchez said the club is open to
longboarders of all skill levels.
“We really don’t have any kind of
closed parts of our membership,” he
said. “Even though I am probably one
of the more advanced riders, I’ll stay
back for beginners to make sure that
they are comfortable and don’t feel
like they are left out.”
Magali Perez, a sophomore
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Kelvin Tow, a freshman graphic design major MIKE ANDERSON / Spartan Daily
and a member of LocoMotion Longboarding, rides through the Fourth
Street Garage on Oct. 22.

Matt Chavez, president of LocoMotion
MIKE ANDERSON/ Spartan Daily
Longboarding, “buttboards” down the Seventh Street Garage
on Wednesday, Nov. 19.

Preparing for the worst: Event teaches how to react to intruders
KAAJAL MORAR
Staff Writer

The lessons
learned from
necessary evils

A man walks onto campus with
a shotgun and starts killing passersby. Faculty members and students
are alerted of the situation and react
immediately. Staff and students not
trained to react to violent intruder situations would begin to panic and turn
to denial.
Trained students and faculty mem-

bers would assess the situation and
decide immediately what the safest action would be, whether it was escape,
taking cover or attacking the assailant
face-to-face.
Kenny Lott, a University Police Department officer, held a presentation on
Monday for members of the administration to receive basic training to deal
with violent intruder situations.
“We all know how to react to a fire,”

Lott said. “What we haven’t been teaching our kids is how to deal with a violent
intruder. This is something we need everyone to be aware of.”
The idea for the presentation started
with Terri Thames, the interim director
of counseling services.
Thames said she sent a request for
a violent intruder training presentation in late September, and it was
made possible with the support of oth-

er members in counseling services.
Monica Garcia, the coordinator of
the event, said having the presentation
“would be a good way to be proactive
(about intrusions).”
The training is based on a system
called ALICE, which stands for “alert,
lockdown, inform, counter and evacuate.”
Those actions don’t always happen
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SJSU
guitar
STUDENT
CULTURE PAGE 6 quartet performs
Dancing the for patrons at
night away Los Gatos Library
JOEY AKELEY
Staff Writer

After each synchronized applause,
one could hear a pin drop in the silence
of anticipation.
The crowd wanted more, and that’s
exactly what it got as the SJSU Guitar
Quartet performed a holiday music
program at the Los Gatos Library on
Friday in front of a crowd of more than
100 observers.
The quartet of musicians all play
in SJSU’s Guitar Ensemble, which is
instructed by Patrick Francis. It was
formed a couple of years ago, said
Jon Sharp, a member of the quartet
and a classical guitar performance
graduate student.
“There was a delegation of about
six to eight people who marched into
Dr. (Edward) Harris’s office and said
‘We want to have a guitar ensemble,’”
Sharp said.

The audience looks on as (from left to right) SJSU students Denis Ryman,
Courtesy of Pamela Laurence
Lisa LeFevre and Jon Sharp play their guitars at the Los Gatos Library on Friday night.
“We felt it was an important step to
take for the program and for the people
who wanted to study classical guitar.”
Daniel Foley, a 21-year-old senior
composition and classical guitar performance double major, said he fell in
love with classical music the moment
he was exposed to it.
“I had no intention of studying classical music,” Foley said. “But that was
what was offered at SJSU, and so I took

it, and I totally fell in love with classical
music after I gave it a try.”
In addition to playing guitar as part
of the quartet, Lisa LeFevre, a senior
music education major, also sang three
songs at the event.
LeFevre, 26, said her voice was “a
gift from God.”
“Dr. Francis asked if I could do
some singing for the Christmas stuff
and that was the first time we had ever

done any singing,” LeFevre said. “I
think it makes it more interesting, to
change things up.”
LeFevre said she was inspired to
learn the guitar so she could write her
own music.
“I started writing music when I
was 19, and then I became a Christian
when I was 20,” LeFevre said. “I then
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Longboard brigade crashes garages

history major, said she just started longboarding a month and a
half ago.
“From the first moment I got
on it, I loved it,” she said.
The more experienced riders
were helpful in the beginning
stages of learning to longboard,
she said.
“The first time I came out,
they helped me a lot,” Perez
said. “They gave me advice on
how to make better turns and
how to speed up.”
Christina Patron, a sophomore nutrition major, said the
club has been a place for her to
meet new people.
“I’ve got to meet more people who share the same interest
as me, so it’s fun,” she said.
Charles McLeod, an English
lecturer and faculty representative for the club, said he met

Sanchez along with other members of the club through his
English 1B class.
“I thought it was a really good
idea and something that an awful lot of students at SJSU would
be interested in,” he said.
“I think one of the great things
about it is that it just increases
community. I think a lot of students get here and don’t necessarily find as many things to do
as they hoped they would.”
McLeod said the time of day
and size of the group increases
the safety for everyone when
riding through parking garages.
“One of the main reasons for
doing it this late in the night is
nearly all of the traffic is cleared
out,” he said. “If there’s 15 of you,
then there’s no way you’re not
going to be seen.”
Sanchez said one of things

about longboarding that appealed to him was the interaction he was able to get.
“Skateboarding usually has
a focus on doing the coolest
trick,” he said. “With longboarding, you kind of just hang out
with other people. You can realistically ride next to someone
and have a conversation.”
Sanchez said he plans to expand on the club and make it
better known on campus.
“I really would like to incorporate a focus on getting outside
and doing something other than
playing video games,” he said.
“We really want to encourage
people who don’t do any kind
of sport or aren’t in peak physical condition. We want them to
know that this is an opportunity
for them to do something with
other people.”

Members of LocoMotion Longboarding prepare to ride
down the Seventh Street Garage on Nov. 19.

MIKE ANDERSON / Spartan Daily

Some members have as
three years in a row; 15,702 are from local area many as15 years experience with guitar;
event attendees laud quartet’s performance
SJSU Student population at SJSU increased

they were decreasing the number of students they were going
to accept, though.”
Jeff said the state of the economy is affecting everybody from
the “schools to the financial
markets.”
“It sucks — all around, it
does,” he said.
Carol said she believes the
budget cuts and impaction will
make it harder to get accepted in
the CSU system.
“We have two up-and-coming
students — it’s poor timing and
it makes it more competitive,”
Carol Mazie said. “While they
both have excellent GPAs, it still
makes it more competitive and
I think it will make financial aid
more difficult to obtain as well.”
Although Josh said he has a
4.7 GPA this semester and a 3.7
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Opening Reception
For the exhibit “The Politics
of Food: Cultural, Social and
Economic Issues.”
6 to 7:30 p.m. in Art Building,
Gallery 3.
For more information, contact
Nikki Callnan at (707) 3180654.

International Youth
Fellowship
The Bible study group discuses
“How to Overcome Obstacles as
Future Leaders.”
6 to 7:30 p.m. in the Student
Union, Guadalupe Room.
For more information, contact
Ricardo at 509-9549.

20

SATURDAY

Winter Paradise
Charity Ball
A benefit event for the Asian
American Donor Program featuring live entertainment, dancing
and a three-course meal. Cost is
$35 to $40.
6 p.m. at the VAC/NORCAL
Community Center, 2129 South
10th St.
For more information, contact
Yen Tran at 318-4969.

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge
to students, faculty and staff members.
The deadline for entries is noon, three
working days before the desired
publication date. Space restrictions
may require editing of submission.
Entries are printed in the order in which
they are received. Submit entries online
at thespartandaily.com or in writing at
DBH 209.

overall, he said “it’s not fair” that
students who are eligible to be
accepted next semester could be
turned away by SJSU.
Lopes Harris said students
from Santa Clara County get
priority in attending SJSU over
other students.
SJSU President Jon Whitmore said the university is “in its
second academic year of enroll-

gible applicants, both freshman
and transfers” from Santa Clara
County will be accepted to SJSU
next year.
He also said other California
residents “may be admitted on a
space-available basis using supplemental admission criteria.”
“I guess the people that decided
to get a 2.0 in high school should
have stepped up,” Rachel said.

“Providing ... for more students while
receiving less funding reduces the quality
of the academic experience.” JON WHITMORE

SJSU President

ment exceeding (its) budgeted
allocations from the CSU,” in
an e-mail to all SJSU faculty and
staff on Dec. 5.
“Providing instruction, advising and other services for more
students while receiving less
funding reduces the quality of
the academic experience,” Whitmore said in the e-mail. “As a result, I have declared our campus
impacted, and decided that we
must reduce enrollment.”
According to the Office of Institutional Research, the university has had an overall increase
in student body headcount for
three consecutive years.
In 2008, 15,702 of 32,746 students at SJSU were from Santa
Clara County.
“After all the local students,
in our case Santa Clara County
students, the campus can rank
students from out of the area according to grades, test scores and
college prep courses and then
admit students according to their
rankings,” Lopes Harris said.
Whitmore said “all fully eli-

She said she just started
looking at universities to attend next year and SJSU is one
of her top choices.
After the completion of a campus tour hosted by visitor relations
at the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Library, the family said they were
going to check out UC Berkeley.
The number of students who
will be accepted in Fall 2009 at
SJSU is not yet known. Admissions criteria was changed during the application acceptance
period, Lopes Harris said.
Whitmore’s e-mail said that
no lower-division transfers or second-baccalaureate applicants will
be accepted to SJSU next year.
Lopes Harris said she is not
sure if fewer students will be accepted as transfers or first-time
freshmen in 2009. Although
doubtful, there is a chance some
transfer students could be turned
away from SJSU, she said.
“We have too many students,
and too little money,” said Lopes
Harris of the school being declared impacted.

QUARTET

started writing worship music
and that is my inspiration.”
Peggy Conaway, the Los
Gatos Library director, said she
enjoyed the singing.
“I thought it was lovely,”
she said. “I especially enjoyed
when she sang ‘Chestnuts
Roasting on an Open Fire.’ I
thought that song especially
suited her voice.”
Denis Ryman, a 33-year-old
classical guitar performance
graduate student who has been
playing guitar for 15 years,
said that classical music is
important to society.
“It really branches out to oth-

er styles of music,” Ryman said.
“You will hear in songs on the radio, just a lot of classical guitar.”
Az Samad, a jazz performance graduate student, joined
the quartet for the final song and
played for LeFevre when she
sang “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas” and “Chestnuts
Roasting on an Open Fire.”
Samad, 28, said he has been
playing guitar for 11 years.
“I started playing because
I was listening to Nirvana,”
he said.
Friends of Rita Baum, a Los
Gatos Library board member,
said visitors who talked to her

after the event pleaded with
her to bring the quartet back as
soon as possible.
“We were just overwhelmed
by the beautiful music,” Baum
said. “Great performers, great
musicians, so serious about
their work. It is just wonderful
to see that.”
“It was kind of spiritual and
calming,” Conaway said. “I had
my eyes closed because it put
me in a trance.”
The quartet’s next performance will be held on Dec.
22 at the Cathedral Basilica of
St. Joseph on Market Street at
7:30 p.m.
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Frank Cieciorka, artist of famous image of fist and SJSU alum, dies
KELLY ENOS
Staff Writer

In April of 1969, Frank Cieciorka, an artist and illustrator
for the Movement newspaper,
wasn’t going to do an illustration
for the cover. Then-editor Joe
Blum was in dire need of a front
page illustration.
Blum said he needed a drawing of John Brown, who was an

American abolitionist, and Cieciorka had told him he had better go to the library if he wanted
a picture of him. With 12 hours
left until his printing deadline,
Blum was sweating when he got
the call from Cieciorka to come
over to his house.
They needed to talk, Cieciorka
told him. It was then that Cieciorka unveiled the drawing of John

Brown — he did indeed come
through for Blum that night, sealing their friendship even further.
Blum recalls Cieciorka as a
good friend of more than 40 years
who he had known since the early
’60s, when they worked on the
Movement newspaper together.
Frank Cieciorka, a Bay Area
native, died on Nov. 24 of emphysema. He was 69 years old.

Storytime for oral-history performers
KELLY ENOS
Staff Writer

Lee Brooks, the 2008 Fall semester Kaucher-Mitchell fellow,
held the audience’s attention
captive with his interpretation
of Stephen King’s short story
“Four Seasons” Friday evening
in the University Theatre.
Brooks said he was speechless when he was told he had
received the fellowship.
“I am a pretty articulate guy,
but I had no words,” he said. “It
was such a great honor to be able
to promote the arts, and show
the quality of SJSU the best way
I know how.”
The performance is split into
two categories: storytelling and
oral interpretation. The difference between the two originates
with who wrote the material,
said Beverly Swanson, the program’s coordinator.
“A good storyteller will make
the story their own — the teller
owns the story while it is being
told, and the story must have a
beginning, middle and an end,”
she said. “Oral interpretation
differs from storytelling in that
it is fully memorized and a black
book is required. The book is
there as a constant reminder
that the material being presented is the performer’s interpretation of the author’s intent.”
The winner of the storytelling portion, Aurora Wonder
Lowe, performed “Epaminondas and His Auntie,” a children’s
book written by Sara Cone Bryant, said Brooks was influential
in her win.
“It was a very cool experience
and I wasn’t planning on doing
it,” she said. “The strong arm of
Lee and Beverly had a lot to do
with my mind change. I was too
nervous to do it, but Lee really
changed my mind.”
Veronika Olah, who won
the oral interpretation portion,
performed “When Harry Met
Sally,” by Nora Ephron. She
talked about her experience as
a winner.
“I was very much honored to
win, especially since I was competing against other students
that I look up to and respect as
artists. I was hopeful when they
announced the winners because
I really felt (it) on that night, but
I had no expectations,” she said.

Lee Brooks, recipient of the CINTHIA RODRIGUEZ / Spartan Daily
Kaucher-Mitchell Fellowship award, performed last Friday
night at the University Theatre.
“When you perform live,
sometimes there is that magic
space created where you feel
the audience is right there with
you. It doesn’t happen often and
when it does, it fills you with
the most incredible energy, and
that’s how I felt that night.”
The tradition in this event
was a large part of what drew
Brooks to participate, he said.
He added that it was the 109th
event — one of the oldest events
within the department.
Dorothy Kaucher founded
and ran the speech and drama
department’s area of oral interpretation for several years in the
1940s and 1950s, and helped
make it a huge success, according to the Web site.
After Kaucher’s death, Professor Noreen La Barge Mitchell established the Kaucher Fellowship that gives cash awards
of $500 to Kaucher fellows
for their dedication to the promotion of oral interpretation,
Swanson said.
“This was a pretty awesome

and great honor and I was surprised when they told me I was
the winner,” he said. “When I was
told of the great history and tradition, I knew I had to participate.”
Swanson said fellowship
winners must be willing to understand and appreciate oral
interpretation and storytelling.
They also must be capable of
coaching others and achieve a
3.0 GPA or higher.
Swanson said Brooks encompassed these qualities.
“Lee Brooks has all of these
qualities and more. He is a hard
worker, creative, talented and
kind. It was my pleasure producing this semester’s event with
such a wonderful, young gentleman,” she said.
The program will celebrate
its 110th event next semester.
This year, there was a large increase in attendance to about
300 people. Usually the performance is held in a smaller theater on campus, Swanson said,
but this semester it moved to
the bigger University Theatre.

Born in 1939, Cieciorka grew
up in Johnson City, N.Y. He was
interested in art since childhood,
and eventually enrolled in the
fine arts program at San Jose
State in 1957.
By 1959, his once-conservative
views had changed. He had become active in the peace movement and opposed U.S. military
involvement in Vietnam, according to the San Francisco Chronicle.
On May 13, 1960, an event at
San Francisco City Hall turned
him into a radical, according to
the Chronicle. He had joined
hundreds of Bay Area students
protesting hearings held by
the House Committee on UnAmerican Activities. He was uncomfortable at the demonstration and left.
At the next day’s protest,
police turned fire hoses on the
crowd. The day after, he joined
the demonstration and had his
fist in the air.
His piece, “Woodcut Fist,”
would become one of his most
famous drawings used throughout the ’60s and early ’70s. It
became one of the main images used through-out the Civil
Rights movement, one for which
he is nationally recognized.
In an obituary from Lincoln
Cushing, a graphic artist, quoted
Cieciorka speaking about the influence the fist had on his life.
“The fist was one of my favorite icons, and I used it in cartoons
and posters whenever I could,”
Cieciorka said.
“When I visited the Lefty
Button Maker in Berkeley who
made the buttons, he showed his
wall of all the buttons he’d ever
made. Literally dozens of organizations had either incorporated
the woodcut into their logos or
used it in some fashion to promote some cause or issue.”
The woodcut fist is a drawing

of a fist made to look like it had
wood grain on it.
Cieciorka was a part of the
Freedom Summer, said Hardy
Frye, which began in June of 1964
in Holly Springs, Miss.
Frye said Cieciorka was the
field secretary for The Student
Nonviolence Coordinating Committee, helping African-Americans register to vote in the South.
During his work there, he
was arrested and beaten while
incarcerated.
Frye, a friend and activist with
Cieciorka during Freedom Summer, recalled that summer.
“We started to canvass people’s homes to help get black
people to vote. We were paired
together and it was the first time I
had ever met him,” he said. “One
time, we were chased from one
neighborhood to another, and
we stayed friends for the next
several years.”
“We became almost like brothers,” Frye said. “He was seriously
committed to the cause. I am glad
he lived to see the election of an
African-American president.”
In 1966, Cieciorka produced
an image of a black panther,
which was used as the symbol of
Lowndes County Freedom Organization. The image appeared
in the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee’s Movement newspaper, according to
the Chronicle.
Huey Newton and Bobby
Seale formed the Black Panther
Party in Oakland and received
permission from the committee
to use his panther image in their
publications, according to the
Chronicle.
Cieciorka also created posters
for labor movements such as the
United Farm Workers and was
the art director for the Movement newspaper.
One of his many projects was

Frank Cieciorka
Courtesy of Civil Rights Movement
Veterans Web site
working with Lincoln Bergman on
a book called “The East is Red,” in
which Bergman wrote poetry and
Cieciorka illustrated each poem.
Bergman remembers how influential the fist was during this
period in time.
“Frank deserves a large
amount of recognition because
of the fist, but his art was in service for a larger movement. He
will leave a lasting legacy in today’s art world.”
In 1972, Cieciorka moved
to the Humboldt County town
of Alderpoint. He built his own
home and decided he would
paint watercolor landscapes and
portraits.
He is survived by his wife
Karen Horn, who is also an artist, and his stepdaughter Zena
Goldman Hunt.
Bergman said it is often difficult for two artists to live together, but that wasn’t the case
for Cieciorka and his wife.
“Sometimes the interchange
for two artists who live together
is incredibly difficult, but they
lived in the same house,” he said.
“They each had their own studios but lived in the same house,
and Frank would always say how
much he loved her.”
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gotta survive; the only alternative
is this person’s gonna kill you’
in that order, Lott said.
“It all depends on what’s going on around you,” he said.
Alert means notifying the law
enforcement and administration
of the intrusion.
Lockdown means shutting
down the classroom to create the
idea that no one is in the room.
Lott said that although this
was the “traditional” reaction
to intrusions, it becomes easier
for the intruder to shoot people
simply by staying in one place.
Inform means receiving realtime updates that allow good
decision making to occur, Lott
said. Notification systems, he
said, such as Alert-SJSU, help
students and staff as soon as
possible.
Counter means using skills
to “interrupt the physical act of
violence,” such as throwing objects at the intruder to disrupt
impending violence.
Lott said that anything can
be a weapon.
It’s important to use objects that act as projectiles and
“distracting weapons,” he said.
Throwing items and staying in
motion makes one a hard target. Some impromptu weapons
include pens and pencils, backpacks and books.
“I’ve thrown laptops,” Lott
said. “Those things fly.”

Evacuate means finding a
way to escape the danger. Once
someone has escaped, their work
is not yet done.
According to a video shown at
the presentation, the next step is
to inform police of the situation.
“Do not assume anyone else
is calling,” a speaker in the video
said. “Let the police know your
location and what’s happening.”
Once the police arrive, they
get straight to business.
Lott said that people think
police are heartless because they
don’t help the wounded when
entering an area. He said the priority of the police is to find out
where the intruders are and stop
them from hurting others.
“It’s your job to be safe,” Lott
said. “It’s our job to determine
the threat.”
UPD is training its officers on
campus with emergency exercises, Lott said.
Some resources for students
in case of emergencies include
blue lights, escort services, and
a Rape Aggression Defense class
for women, he said.
What it comes down to is
being observant, Lott said. If
anything doesn’t look right,
report it.
“You gotta survive,” Lott said.
“The only alternative is this person’s gonna kill you.”
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Library science school goes digital, bringing
students together from across country
CORINNE SPECKERT
Staff Writer

Students may not be familiar with SJSU’s school of library and information science
because there is no physical
building.
There is, however, a virtual
one.
Anthony Bernier, an assistant professor for the school,
said students don’t need to
commute or move to receive
the benefits of the program
because all courses, lectures and
seminars are available online
through course management
systems, where students can log
in to watch videotaped lectures.
“We have students who are
all over the country — in fact,
all over the world,” he said.
This school, which is primarily online, gives graduate
students an American Librarian Association accredited
degree in librarianship upon
graduation.
Dale David, an instructional
technology assistant for the library program, said the school
is about 95 percent online, and
is represented in at least 10
states and six to 10 countries.
He said a lot of their students
aren’t based in San Jose, which
is why they started working
with online education in 2000.
“It’s an online system, so it
allows us to experiment and
we kind of do everything inhouse,” he said. “We don’t rely
on a lot of the university-level
services, so it’s pretty much a
home-grown and home-maintained program.”

Jeremy Kemp, a lecturer of
the school, said it has had students involved in distance education for about a decade and
has multiple online resources
to accommodate different students’ learning preferences.
“We use all these different
tools, and they all get mixed
into the pot of distance education tools,” he said. “Each
one of these tools has different
methods and a different set of
people it serves.”
Bernier said the school
looks for new ways to technically reach students, which is
why two years ago they used a
$30,000 grant from the George
Soros Foundation to create its
own college on an island in
Second Life. Second Life is a
3-D, virtual world used as a social network by its users.
“Most of us never see our
students physically, face to face,
except maybe at graduation.
But otherwise, Second Life is
an example of an immersive environment,” he said.
Bernier said Second Life offers students the personal interaction absent in online courses
because they can virtually attend seminars when the professors are actually giving them.
Students create their own avatars, or virtual students, which
attend classes and school functions in Second Life.
“We were the first library
school in the country to have
our own island on Second Life,”
Bernier said. “We had a Halloween party that drew 250 people.”
Bernier said Second Life

is increasingly being used as a
form of instruction.
“I would appear on Second
Life on a particular time and day
and my students would show
up on that day and I would deliver a lecture in Second Life, or
we would do a group exercise
or several,” he said.
Kemp said Second Life is a
good tool for students who do
better in a class setting.
“There’s a really rich community of people around us,
so my students go out into
the community and work with
other people in Second Life,”
he said. “Having a place that
you can go to is very helpful
for some students. It has real
teaching and learning benefits
to feel like you’re at a place, to
feel like your present.”
Kemp said there are about
150 universities and libraries
on the island, which also has
a theater, student union, info
desk, tiki bar, stage and 11
faculty offices.
David said students’ opinions on Second Life differ. It’s
hard to implement curriculum,
he said, and it can’t be managed
or controlled when it’s down.
“Some people like it, some
people just really hate it,” David said. “One of the things we
emphasize is it’s about finding
who your users are and providing services, regardless of
whether it’s in a physical place
or a virtual place.”
The library school is broken
down into two sessions: regular
session for local students and
special session for non-local stu-

dents. David said their tuition,
based on other library schools,
is within the bottom 5 to 10 percent and is competitive because
of its accessibility for students
with families or careers.
“A lot of our students are
working professionals,” he said.
“We have younger students, but
also get a lot of older people in
their second or third careers
with families. It kind of gives
them an opportunity so they
don’t have to move to a graduate school (and) allows students
to work full-time, but also take
care of their families and get an
education in the comforts of
wherever they live.”
Along with lectures and
seminars, the school also has
a colloquium series, where
weekly interviews with professionals from the librarian field
are videotaped and put on its
Web site for students.
“(It’s) put up on our Web
site where our students from
all over the country can look
at the archive and at any point
access our Web page and bring
up the whole presentation,”
Bernier said.
Bernier said the popularity
of the colloquium series, which
started off averaging about 125
viewers, is growing — it now
averages about 275 per presentation.
“If you can imagine 275
people in this room at different times, that’s what would
happen,” he said. “So when you
come expecting to see a big audience at the colloquium, it’s a
virtual audience.”

Sports
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Gilbert named conference co-defensive player of the year

Spartan football’s defensive line coach expects multi-award winner to go pro in next year’s NFL draft
KELLY ENOS
Staff Writer

Jarron Gilbert credits his
achievements to his dad, who
played offensive tackle for the
New Orleans Saints.
He said he wanted to be “just
like him” when he was a kid.
The senior defensive tackle
for the Spartans was named
Western Athletic Conference codefensive player of the year and
led the nation in tackles for loss,
with 22, and recently broke the
school record for that category.
He was also named the team’s
most valuable player for the 2008
season by his teammates.
“It’s pretty rewarding,” he said.
“I didn’t expect a season like this
and things just happened, and
they were good things. It feels
good and it’s rewarding to have
all of that and have these kinds
of accolades.”
SJSU defensive line coach Joe
Salave’a said Gilbert was important to the team this season.
“Jarron to us is what LaDainian Tomlinson is to the San Diego
Chargers. He is not just a football
player, but he is a leader off the
field as well,” he said.
Gilbert said his efforts in the
offseason helped him achieve his
goals this season.
“I worked really hard last
offseason during the summer lifting weights and stuff.
I think that really helped,”
he said. “A lot of it had to do
with the guys I played with.
A lot of us were playing really
good defense and having those
guys around me and knowing
that they can really throw the
ball helped.”

JOE PROUDMAN / Contributing Photographer
Spartan senior defensive tackle Jarron Gilbert (left) and junior defensive end
Carl Ihenacho (right) rush San Diego State freshman quarterback Ryan Lindley at Spartan Stadium on Sept. 13.

Gilbert attributes a lot to his
teammates and his teammates
respect him not only on the field,
but off the field as well.
Carl Ihenacho, a junior defensive end, said Gilbert’s contributions to the team were important
this season.
“He contributed the characteristics of a leader, an older
brother and a player,” he said.

“He had a lot of characteristics as
a person, which was something
we looked up to him for.”
Gilbert is not only achieving
his personal goals on the field.
He is graduating this semester
after four-and-a-half years with
a bachelor’s degree in business
marketing. He said having a
scholarship helped him accomplish his academic goals.

“I probably would have gone
to a junior college or something
if I hadn’t gotten a scholarship,”
he said.
Salave’a said Gilbert is a role
model for the team.
“To say that Jarron is just an
interior lineman doesn’t tell the
story of him,” he said. “I want to
raise my sons to be like him. He
is graduating and moving on. He

will reap the benefits of a graduate. He constantly beat up his
body and maintained his grades
— my hat is off to Jarron.”
Gilbert also won the team’s
Bronko Nagurski Award, which
is given to the player who made
the most contributions on offense, defense and special teams.
“His strongest attribute as
a player would be his ability to

work. Because he wanted to be
as near perfect as possible, he
would repeat reps and do whatever he could to achieve that,”
said Carl Ihenacho.
Gilbert felt like he brought
something new to the defensive
aspect of the team.
“I moved positions from defensive end to defensive tackle,
and I was a different type of defensive tackle than most other
teams,” he said. “I am different than other guys that teams
normally play against — my
height and body added something different.”
Gilbert said the football program has greatly improved since
he started here, changing his outlook on sticking it out.
“I came here in 2004, and the
program was in a real bad situation,” he said. “They were talking
about canceling the program. I
was getting ready to find somewhere else to play if it didn’t
turn around.”
Gilbert said he hopes to play
professionally for as long as he
can. He said he was going to be
working extra hard these next few
months to make that happen.
“My parents and all my family are really supportive. I go to
them when I need advice, and
Coach Tomey has taught me a
lot in my years here,” he said.
Salave’a said that whoever
ends up drafting Gilbert to their
team will be blessed, and that he
will be willing to learn whatever
he can.
He said Gilbert wants to be
coached and learn, and that
he is a delight on and off
the field.

Ex-Spartan dominates local league after playing in the NFL, hopes to play for the SaberCats soon
ANDREA FRAINIER
Staff Writer

Jarmar Julien believes in himself and his football abilities.
From the Spartans to the Kansas
City Chiefs, Julien has overcome
injuries and obstacles hoping to
come out on top in the ultimate
underdog story.
The 28-year-old San Jose native attended Oak Grove High
School. He was honorably mentioned by USA Today in 1997 for
his football skills.
After high school, Julien came
to SJSU and played cornerback
his first season. He switched to
running back and finished the
season as a strong safety. Julien
eventually switched back to the
running back position.
“I had fun,” Julien said. “When
I went to San Jose State, we had a
lot of things go right for us and
at the same time a lot of things
go bad.”
He said playing for SJSU made
him give it his all on the field.
“It was interesting playing
on one of the bottom teams because we had to play with a lot of
heart,” he said. “We were undersized, and we had to pretty much
make do.”
Julien said his fondest memory at SJSU was being coached
by Wally Gaskins, who was an
assistant coach at SJSU for 20
years before retiring after the
2000 season.
“Best running back coach I’ve
ever had was Wally Gaskins,” Julien said.
Julien said one of the more
memorable games he played was
against Texas Christian University when he was cornerback.
“I heated it up with like 13, 12
tackles and I was like ‘I’m a corner, I’m not supposed to be doing this, I really want to go back
to running back,’” he said.
Julien credits Gaskins as the
catalyst that let him take off as a
running back.
When Julien left SJSU in
2001, he signed as an undrafted
free agent with the Chiefs.

“The first two years in the
NFL, I beat out everybody and
(coach) Dick Vermeil pulled
me in the office and told me he
would announce me as a second
string starter, I’d just have to have
an OK game.”
Before the first preseason
game, he injured his ankle and
was sidelined for eight weeks.
Julien, however, was activated for
the last two games of the season.
“Everything was going good
— then first preseason game,
again — I hurt my right ankle.”
Julien said.
After the string of injuries, Julien was cut from the Chiefs and
faded out of the NFL.
“Honestly, me, my bad agents
and then them early injuries in
my career kind of killed me off,”
he said.
Julien said his injuries were
the low point of his career. He
credited his son for giving him
the inspiration needed to continue to pursue his dream.
“I had a son my sophomore
year in college and he’s been a lot
of my drive,” he said. “I want him
to be able to play football, not
necessarily for the money, but to
enjoy what you’re doing.”
Julien currently plays halfback
for the Pacifica Islanders, a minor
league football team in the Northern California Football League.
He joined the organization in
2005 when they were known as
the Daly City Renegades.
“It’s been a pleasure to coach
him this year,” said Islander head
coach Jack Burgett. “He’s dedicated, he’s intense, he’s focused.

He wants to do a great job.”
Burgett said Julien’s dedication to the game is infectious to
the team.
“He leads by example,” Burgett said. “He doesn’t tell people
what to do or how to do it. The
other men look up to him.”
Jeff Gilbert, vice president of
the Islanders, said he has known
Julien for years.
“He’s the best running back at
this level I’ve ever seen,” Gilbert
said. “It’s not even like there’s
somebody who would be a close
second. He deserves to be at a
higher level, and circumstances
in the past have unfortunately
put him playing with us and not
at the next level.”
Julien helped lead the Islanders to an undefeated season
in 2008 and was named to the
minor league football All-American team.
Currently, the San Jose SaberCats are interested in Julien,
he said.
“The SaberCats kind of
showed me they were interested
in me, but I’m still waiting to hear
a call from them,” he said. “Right
now, I’m a lonely man out here.”
Julien said he is just a working
guy in the league, alluding to his
day job as a window washer.
“I can play, but I don’t have
enough people around me to
get me to that point,” he said.
“At the end of the day, it’ll take
some special person to see
me or take a chance on me to
get another opportunity. But if
another opportunity doesn’t
come, I enjoy what I’m doing.”

Former Spartan football player and Kansas City Chiefs STEFAN ARMIJO / Contributing Photographer
running back Jarmar Julien stands on the field of Terrra Nova High School after the
Pacifica Islanders beat the River City Gators, 24 -14.
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ANGELO LANHAM

Student Culture Editor

As the first dance started
at the SJSU school of music
and dance’s “Images in Dance,”
three performers bounded on
stage, combining eloquent, classic dance moves with erratic
ones that looked like the dancers were starting chainsaws and
casting fishing lines.
A newcomer to these sorts
of things might be inclined to
think the routines didn’t represent anything.
Indeed, as Fred Matthews,
director of the event, stood on
stage at the Spartan Complex
auditorium Dec. 5 and talked
about how the dancers would
express themselves through music, he said, “They’re not meant
to be interpreted. Like music,
it doesn’t quite have a translation. It’s not meant to be understood necessarily.”
As the evening progressed,
however, it became clear that
quite a bit of thought had gone
into what every performance
had to express.
“Prey,” for example, featured
three vulnerable-looking female dancers prancing about
with red ribbons, before three
black-clad dancers behind themwere unveiled, each holding a
folding chair. The ribbon dancers are eventually accosted by
the black-clad ones, put into
the chairs and strangled with
the ribbons.
“The choreographer (Andrea
Furtado) is a big advocate of
animal rights,” said Renae Klein,
a public relations major and
one of the ribbon dancers for
the piece.
Klein said that the routine was meant to portray the

inhumane conditions animals
suffer in slaughterhouses.
“We were the animals,” Klein
said, “and what we did was we
went through the same process
the animals go through in the
slaughterhouses. So it was interesting because we never saw the
documentary, but we felt like
we had.”
While Klein admitted that
she is “definitely a meat eater,”
she said she did vote yes on
Proposition 2, and that dancing
in the piece made her sympathize with the point Furtado was
trying to make.
Another memorable piece
was “Ped-X,” choreographed by
Rachel Barnett, which involved
several male-female pairs who
started out standing nervously
in line, then danced around,
interacting, before returning to
the line.
“I found it emotionally satisfying,” Barnett said, “because there
was more of myself up there.”
Barnett said the performance
was based on real-life experiences, such as standing in line at
the DMV, wherein people exist
in their own bubbles with little
regard for their fellow humans.
“As these dancers start interacting with each other,” Barnett
said, “they realize that it’s better to have relationships, even
with strangers, than to isolate yourself.”
“They get into their little
duets, then they realize it’s better to be loving,” she said.
Anne Marie Tellez, a senior art history major, said she
comes to these SJSU productions frequently.
She said that since they’re
modern art dance shows, she
never knows what to expect.

Jenna Bernard and Savanna Perez, SJSU school of music and dance
students, practice in a dance production class.
“I purposely come to these
expecting nothing, so I have
a blank slate,” Tellez said.
She also mentioned that she
thought the music worked really
well with the routines.
Kevin Booker, an SJSU alumnus who said he is engaged to
choreographer Julia Quinlan,
said he edited the music for her
piece, “ToO,” a graceful duet
between Rachael Barnet and
Lilly Nguyen.

“Dancers never find one
clip of music,” Booker said,
“They want a mix. I’ve come
to this show for four years.
The level of performance and
choreography is really high
this year.”
He said that while he did
edit the music for Quinlan’s
piece, he didn’t know what
the performance would actually
look like.
“I was impressed,” he said

of the lighting. “You could see
every muscle of the dancers.
I had no idea what to expect.
She kept me in the dark.”
Jill Yager, an SJSU dance instructor, could be seen in the
audience beaming with pride.
“They continue to set the
bar higher and higher each
year,” she said. “They’ve been
working all semester long
on this. They’re working Sunday at midnight.”

Classiﬁeds

HOUSING

SJSU INTERNATIONAL HOUSE
* One block from campus
* US and International Students
* Safe, Friendly, Homelike
* Intercultural Experience
* Wireless Internet Access
* Computer Lab/ Study Room
* Student Kitchen
* Assigned Parking (fees)
* One semester contract
Apply now! 360 S. 11th Street,
924-6570 or sjsu.edu/ihouse

EMPLOYMENT
EARN EXTRA MONEY
Students needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being a
mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791
FREELANCER NEEDED for promotions. Must be computer savvy.
Looking for internet advertising to
help promote personal business
endeavors. For more information
please call Norman at (408) 3293910.
DRIVERS WANTED Drivers wanted to transport and operate cleaning equipment. Flexible hrs. Spanish req. $11/ hr+ DOE. Please call
(408) 330-9350.

JOIN THE ARMY Many Army reserve units offer the Education Career Stabilization program, which
allows deferment from mobilization
and deployment - giving you an uninterrupted path to complete your
college degree. You can still take
advantage of the Reserve’s training, career training, and all beneﬁts. If you qualify, beneﬁts include
tuition assistance in the form of the
current GI Bill of $317 a month for
full time students w/ an extra $100$350 “kicker” per month, tuition
assistance ($4500 per academic
year); student loan repayment up to
$20,000, TRICARE Reserve health/
dental, space available travel, tax
free/ discounted shopping on any
base (to include groceries), retirement and numerous other beneﬁts.
Student must enroll as a full time
(12 hrs or equivalent) or part time
(6 hrs or equivalent) and maintain
a 2.0. For more information to see
if you are eligible, in San Jose call
408-259-7185.
ALMADEN VALLEY ATHLETIC
CLUB seeking professional, selfmotivated and energetic individuals who demonstrate excellence in
customer service for the following
positions: member services desk,
cafe service, personal trainer, swim
teacher, child care provider, tennis
instructor. Please forward your resume to Stephanie at smudgett@
avac.us.

SPERM DONORS NEEDED Earn
up to $1200/month. California
Cryobank is seeking healthy males
for its sperm donor program. Apply
online at www.spermbank.com
ATTENTION: SJSU STUDENTS
WORK DURING WINTER BREAK
* PART-TIME OPENINGS
*17.70 BASE-appt
Vector, the company for students,
has part-time openings available
for customer sales/ service. The
positions offer numerous unique
beneﬁts for students:
* HIGH STARTING PAY
* FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
* Continue P/ T Spring semester
*Internships possible
* All majors may apply
* Scholarships awarded annually
* Some conditions apply
*No experience necessary
* Training provided
Our organization has experienced
a 54% growth rate in 2008! Interview now, start after ﬁnals.
San Jose 408 866-1100
Monterey 831 372-1771
Mtn View 650 940-9400
San Mateo 650 212-1211
San Fransco 415 239-9520
Fremont 510 790-2100
Oakland 510 251-9002
Walnut Crk 925 939-4636
Santa Rosa 707 586-1636
www.workforstudents.com/ sjsu

SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED:
Make $5-$25 per survey. Do it in
your spare time. www. GetPaidToThink.com

SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair
PC Data Recovery Remove Virus Rental Trade Laptop & Parts
(408)469-5999

VOLUNTEERS
YWCA-SV Volunteer For Project
Inspire After School Program. -Be a
tutor or a mentor! -Make a difference
at James Lick, Yerba Buena, Overfelt, or Andrew Hill High School. Interested candidates please contact:
Carolina Avalos, Volunteer Coordinator, at (408) 510-4281 or cavalos@ywca-sv.org
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below
nor is there any guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan
Daily consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the
newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to
specific telephone numbers or addresses for additional information. Classified
readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they
should require complete information before sending money for goods or services.
In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms offering employment
listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise.

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.
Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad
line.
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up
to 20 spaces.
A minimum of three lines is required.

Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
Classifieds may be placed online at www.thespartandaily.com under “Ad Info”
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.
Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only. Not intended for businesses and/or other persons.

Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com

Courtesy of Renae Klein

Yager said it really showed
their dedication.
For some dancers, the end
of the performance left a bittersweet taste in their mouths.
Klein said that after working
on the routines so long, she just
wanted it to be done, but that
once it’s done, she wants to do
it all over again.
“I’ve found two passions in
one school,” Klein said, “PR
and dance.”
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Unsuited pocket pair of brothers
CHRIS
BAUSINGER

PLAYING
THE ODDS
There are a lot of things about people you can tell just by looking at them.
You might look at my bushy, uncombed
hair and tell that I am lazy. Indeed, after towel drying my hair, I don’t give it a
second thought.
On the other hand, there are certain
things about people that can’t be told
from appearance alone. Who would have
guessed that O.J. Simpson was insane? In a
similar way, people find it hard to believe I
am an identical twin.
“There are two of you walking around?”
is a common response. Jokingly, I hope.
But it is true, my brother and I have identical DNA. There might only be seven minutes between our births, but our personalities are worlds apart.
Providing that bit of information brings
about a plethora of questions, so I figured
I would address some of these misconceptions.
No, we don’t finish each others’ sentences, and we didn’t go to each others’
classes when we were in grade school. We
simply strived to be different.
When my brother and I look back on
our childhood photos, we sometimes can’t
tell the difference between the two of us,
which provided a reason for why we decided to grow so far apart from each other.
Before my twin and I went to college,
we made everything a contest. When we

were younger, we would wrestle — more
like beat the crap out of each other — just
to see who wouldn’t have to sit in the back
seat of the van.
Because of this long-standing competition, we grew to dislike, maybe even hate
each other. Our relationship was as healthy
as a custody meeting with a divorced couple — awkward at best.
We intentionally didn’t do the same
things, for the sake of being different. My

When we were younger,
we would wrestle —
more like beat the crap
out of each other — just
to see who wouldn’t
have to sit in the back
seat of the van.
mother would blame herself, but it isn’t
her fault.
It is just natural for two people
who are genetically similar to try and
be as different as they can. It allows
us to form our own identities, which
we did.
I stayed in California for college, and he
got the good-neighbor discount on his tuition from University of Nevada, Reno. He
wanted to drive a big truck, while I am satisfied with almost scraping the ground in
my sports car. He chose to major in business, while I chose to live a life of poverty

with journalism.
He likes his waffles on the crispy side,
while I enjoy them closer to fluff y. His favorite car at the moment is the astonishing
Bugatti Veyron, while I think the best in
the world is the 806-horsepower Koenigsegg CCX.
He bought a yuppie Mac, but I have a
powerful PC.
He roots for the Wolf Pack, while
I cheer for the Spartans.
We have our differences, and we always
will. But when it comes down to it, trying
to become different people made the both
of us grow closer. And in the same way we
ended up liking some of the same things,
from trying to be different.
Our tastes in music are somewhat identical. We both have brunette girlfriends
— and no, they are not twins. And even
though we don’t cheer for the same college football team, we managed to be in
the same conference. He has the bragging
rights this year.
Even though we probably wouldn’t
admit it, we don’t mind the other being
around, dare I say enjoying the other’s
company. So relax, Mom, we turned out
alright.
As for the question of who is the evil
twin, we haven’t reached a conclusion. But
he does have a T-shirt that I accept as his
confession.

Chris Bausinger is a Spartan Daily
copy editor. This is the last
appearance of “Playing the Odds.”

Remembering traditions of lost cultures
DINA
BASLAN

FROM THE
CAUCASUS TO
THE WORLD
Look around you.
From where you stand, reality is far
from visible — it remains buried, even under front pages of newspapers.
We typically witness the surface and
must dig deep for fossilized truths.
Life throws a spate of responsibilities
upon us — education, career, family — all
composing the surface of our meaning of
life rendering an environment practical
enough for survival.
We march toward setting meaningful
purposes for our lives, but it all remains on
quagmire grounds.
“We all are here to build a sense of identity,” said Ethel Walker, the department
chair of television, radio, film and theatre,
in Monday’s contemporary theatre class,
“to set a goal in life.”
Do you ever wonder if the sole, primary
purpose of our lives is forgotten over time
somewhere along the list of responsibilities we have surrounded ourselves with?
Or perhaps that capitalism and wealth
have become the center of our lives?
I stood among almost 20 students in
class, as we were herded into a line stretch-

ing across the back wall. Professor Walker
asked us to hold each another’s wrists,
back to back, our bodies tightly pressed
against each other.
We swayed left and right, personifying
a united body sailing on the surface of a
raging ocean. We were on the bottom of a
ship’s journey carrying men onto the Middle Passage — the forcible passage of black
people from Africa to the New World.
We were slaves of the 15th century.
Professor Walker explained that black
slaves were treated as products meant for
consumption. After all, they were commodities for raw material. The men were
kept at the bottom of the ship for almost
the entirety of three months, allowing
them short sessions of exercise occasionally to ensure the functionality of
their muscles.
When finally out in the air, men
jumped and danced, while the beating
on their chests became their personification of drums.
“And drums became the beating of the
heart,” Professor Walker added.
In the play “Gem of the Ocean,” by
August Wilson, the protagonist known as
Citizen embarks on the journey through
the Middle Passage in order to cleanse his
soul from a theft he committed that caused
an innocent man to commit suicide. Eventually the man prefers dying innocent than
living accused of theft and drowns himself.

Wilson paints the Middle Passage journey as moving toward the City of Bones.
The city symbolizes the great numbers of
Africans population who died in the heart
of the Atlantic Ocean on the way to the
New World.
Today Professor Walker now teaches at
SJSU, educating students of the fate of her
ancestors because, even at the toughest
times, her ancestors had hope for the future. In spite of the arduous journey, many
blacks did not forget their origins.
On Jan. 20, 2009, Barack Obama, who
is of African descent, will become the 44th
president of the United States of America,
what the New World eventually came to
be. It takes holding onto a dream to raise
a nation from slavery to leading the strongest country in the world.
Nelson Mandela, Ken Saro-Wiwa,
Mohandas Gandhi and many other leaders believed in the rights of their people.
They dug deep to bring along reforms that
would finally condense clouds of covert
dreams of freedom and recognition.
We are here to build a sense of identity.
Or else, what could stretch that thread of
hope across centuries into the future?

Dina Baslan is the Spartan Daily
features editor. This is the last
appearance of “From the
Caucasus to the World.”

The lessons learned
from necessary evils
KIMBERLY
TSAO

THE MOST
YOU EVER
KNEW
If you knew someone was going to take a life, and the only way
to stop the would-be murderer
was to kill him or her, would you
do it?
No?
What if it was Hitler?
Or Pol Pot, the man who wiped
out the Cambodian population?
Or Radovan Karadzic, the one
who committed genocide against
Muslims in Bosnia?
If you had a chance to kill one
or all of them, would you take it?
Your answer should be, “Yes,
without a doubt.”
After all, these men are responsible for the worst tragedies in
world history. They ripped families apart. They broke them.
Not only did these men slaughter millions of people, but they
did so based on race and religion.
They took racism and intolerance
to whole new levels.
The devastating effects still reverberate through the survivors’
lives. For them, the genocide never ended. They live it every day, in
their dreams, in their nightmares.
Some are even pushed to the
brink, to suicide.
No matter how high genocide
death tolls are, they will always be
inaccurate.
Those men should pay for
what they’ve done.
The thing is they haven’t done
it yet.
But now you have the opportunity to kill them, to stop them
from committing crimes against
humanity.
Then again, the future changes
all the time. And you can take that
at least two ways.
First, those men may never go
through with the atrocities they’re
about to execute. If you kill them,
you’d be punishing them for
something they may never do.
Besides, murder is murder. You
can’t kill someone, no matter how
noble the intent, and not be as bad
as them.
Second, if you murder them,
you will definitely change the future, but is it for better or worse?
You’re probably thinking,
“What’s worse than a genocide?”
How about another genocide?
If most of us hadn’t learned
from the Holocaust, we might
have engaged in another one targeting Middle Eastern people right
after Sept. 11.
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You may disagree with me. You
may believe that Hitler and company should be on the express
train to the underworld because
they murdered so many. But what
about those who inadvertently
wipe out millions?
We have Einstein to thank for
the atomic bomb. Would you
kill him?
How about those who kill just
one person? Probably not, right?
What if that one victim was
John F. Kennedy or Martin Luther
King Jr.?
That changes things, huh?

If most of us hadn’t
learned from the
Holocaust, we
might have engaged
in another one
targeting Middle
Eastern people right
after Sept. 11.
Perhaps your original answer
of “probably not” has changed to
“probably yes,” if not a straightout “yes.”
However, death makes things
eternal. It’s been argued that the
love between Jack and Rose from
“Titanic” is epic only because
Jack died. Had he lived, time,
temptation and sharing the bathroom would have eroded their
relationship.
Similarly, if it weren’t for JFK’s
and King’s assassins, they may not
have been as legendary as they
are. Their accomplishments and
ideas may not be as profound and
resonating as they are today and
will be until the end of the world.
Their deaths proved to be
instrumental – instrumental to
American politics and the Civil
Rights movement. People mourned for them, but ultimately, those
men’s deaths healed the nation.
Who are we to mess with
that?
For Edmund Burke, a British
politician, the truth is, “The only
thing necessary for the triumph
of evil is for good men to do
nothing.”
The ugly truth is there are such
things as necessary evils.

Kimberly Tsao is a Spartan
Daily student culture editor.
This is the last appearance of
“The Most You Ever Knew.”
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OPINION PAGE POLICY
Letters to the editor may be placed in the
letters to the editor box in the Spartan Daily office in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209,
sent by fax to (408) 924-3282, e-mailed to
spartandaily@casa.sjsu.edu or mailed to
the Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, School
of Journalism and Mass Communications,
San Jose State University, One Washington Square, San Jose, CA 95112-0149.
Letters to the editor must contain the
author’s name, address, phone number,
signature and major. Letters become
property of the Spartan Daily and may
be edited for clarity, grammar, libel and
length. Only letters of 300 words or less
will be considered for publication.
Published opinions and advertisements
do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Spartan Daily, the School of Journalism
and Mass Communications or SJSU.
The Spartan Daily is a public forum.

Are you bothered by people
on campus scavenging
through recycling bins for
bottles and cans?

YES 10

NO 21

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“When it comes to sexual
assaults, murders, crimes
of a very violent and
predatory nature, San Jose
is clearly a very safe city
relative to its peers.”
SAM LICCARDO
Said the San Jose councilman about
an FBI report stating the city has
slipped from being the second to the
fourth“Safest Big City” in America.
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SETTING
THE RECORD
STRAIGHT

From left to right:
Angela Krumm,
a licensed
psychologist,
Bonnie
Sugiyama, the
assistant
director of the
LGBT Resources
Center, and
Laurel Manfredi,
an SJSU student,
from the
LGBTQQI
discussion group
meets in the
LGBT Resource
Center weekly
to discuss issues
related to the
lesbian, gay,
bisexual and
transgender
community.

LGBT discussion group tackles
discrimination, maintains hope
KAAJAL MORAR

HANK DREW /
Spartan Daily

Staff Writer

It happened at a party.
Laurel Manfredi and her
friends were playing truth
or dare.
When it was Manfredi’s
turn, her friends asked who her
crush was.
She said she named one of her
female friends.
“They asked, ‘What does
that mean? Are you bisexual?’”
she said.
“I said, ‘I guess so,’ and then I
went home and cried.”
Manfredi was 14 years old
when she knew she was queer.
“I didn’t want to be a lesbian,”
she said. “I guess I thought it was
bad, that I shouldn’t be that way.
“People say that it’s not normal to be gay, but it’s normal for
the people that are gay. It’s normal for me and it’s who I’ve been
attracted to for so long. I can’t see
any other reality for me. Being
straight isn’t an option.”

THE LGBTQQI
COMMUNITY
Now, Manfredi, a social work
graduate student, attends an LGBTQQI (lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transsexual, queer, questioning
and intersex) discussion group
hosted by the Cesar E. Chavez
Community Action Center in
Building BB near Campus Village
Building C every Monday.
Transsexual is the equivalent
of transgender, which describes
people who are born of a particular sex and feel different than that
given gender (a biological female
who feels masculine instead of
feminine), according to the American Psychological Association
Web site.
Questioning involves anyone
who is unsure of their sexuality,
said Angela Krumm from counseling services. She added that
intersex includes people whose
genitals are neither entirely male
nor entirely female.
Krumm and Bonnie Sugiyama, the assistant director of
SJSU’s LGBT Resource Center, head the discussion group.
Krumm said it’s a safe house for
non-heterosexual students to
gather and discuss problems they
have encountered.
She said the discussion group
stemmed from a research study,
which showed students were
“looking for a greater sense of
community and a place to receive
support.”
The community is kept to a
small group of students, Sugiyama said.
Krumm said it is open to allies, heterosexual persons who
are supportive of gay rights.
“We don’t limit it to sexuality
or gender,” she said. “The discussion group is open to any undergraduate or graduate student who
is LGBTQ-identified or who is
exploring their gender or sexual
identity.”
Some topics include relationship struggles, political issues,
coming out and interaction with
family members.

“If they’re dealing with any
sort of issue, this is a good place
to talk about it,” Sugiyama said.
Sugiyama has a personal connection with the creation of
the group.
“As a student, I struggled a lot,”
she said. “Because I didn’t have
(this group), I feel as a personal rule,
to provide (the group) for others.”
Krumm said the group has
been successful.
“The creation of the LGBT resource center on campus has led
to increased attention to addressing the needs of LGBT students
on campus,” she said.
Counseling services had previously offered therapy sessions
for any non-heterosexual student,
but Krumm said that a therapy
group wasn’t what some gay and
lesbian students wanted.
She said students didn’t want
to receive counseling services.
Rather, they wanted to connect
and share their experiences with
other members of the LGBT
community.
The group is no longer part of
counseling services, Krumm said.
Sugiyama said that counseling
services had problems finding people to run the discussion group.
“There’s always a need for it,”
Sugiyama said. “There’s always stuff
people have trouble talking about.”
Manfredi said she faces discrimination within the LGBT
community.
“A lot of lesbians don’t want
to date bisexual girls,” she said. “I
guess they figure that you’re just
going to go out with a guy later
on. That’s one of the things that
I’ve seen that’s kind of a weird division among the community.
“People that are outside of
(the LGBT community) think

that bisexuals are just promiscuous and into polyamory.”
Polyamory is the practice of
maintaining consensual relationships with multiple people at
once, according to the Polyamory
Society Web site.

FIGHTING
DISCRIMINATION
Before coming to SJSU, Manfredi said she attended UC Davis,
where one person stood out.
There, she overheard a preacher yelling at students passing
through the quad and calling
them sinners. She said she would
argue with him whenever he visited the Davis campus.
“He’d tell me that I was a
pretty girl and that I could find
a man,” she said, “because that’s
why people are gay — because
they’re too ugly to find an opposite-sex partner.”
Sugiyama said there is more
than one type of discrimination.
“Overt, blatant forms of discrimination tend to be less common today than they were in the
past, whereas more subtle forms
of discrimination tend to be more
common,” Krumm said.
Sugiyama said one form of
structured discrimination is
the fact that gay history is not
widely taught. Prominent gay
figures, such as the late politician Harvey Milk, are rarely
recognized.
If gay history was taught
in schools, she said, “It would
show the queer community that
there are leaders.”
Krumm said one example
of subtle discrimination is the
precedence of heterosexual re-

lationships over same-sex relationships.

PUSHING PAST
PROPOSITION 8
One major issue the students
face is the passing of Proposition 8
in the recent election.
“It’s just really frustrating,”
Manfredi said. “I can’t get married? Thanks a lot, guys. You
don’t even know me and this is
what you’re doing.”
She also thinks that people who
claim to support gays but not gay
marriage are kidding themselves.
“You do hate gay people. You
just think that gay sex is yucky and
that’s why you don’t want us to get
married,” she said.
Manfredi and Sugiyama said they
have hope that the future will hold a
positive outlook for the gay community in America.

“I think this society will
shift, over time, to being more
accepting,” Manfredi said. “I
do have hopes for Obama. He’s
mad about (Prop. 8 passing).”
According to the CNN
Web site, President-elect Barack Obama is against gay marriage, but also opposes a constitutional ban. It states that he
supports full unions that would
give gay couples the same rights
as married couples.
According to CNN’s poll
tracker, 39 percent of the people
polled support gay marriage, 50
percent are against it and 11 percent are unsure.
Proposition 8 passed by 4.6
percentage points, according to
the California Secretary of State
Web site.
After the proposition passed,
Manfredi had concerns about
queers discriminating against
heterosexual people.

“I was worried if Prop. 8
passed, people would feel like
that and feel the need to hate on
straight people,” she said. “I think
they realized that 48 percent
voted no.”
Manfredi said her family has
been supportive, despite her parents’ initial reaction.
“I just told them I’m straightup gay,” she said. “They both
said, ‘We love you, but we wish
you were the other way.’”
Since then, she said her family’s been supportive. They voted
no on Proposition 8.
“I don’t want tolerance,” Manfredi said. “I want people to accept.”
“Tolerance means you’re putting up with something,” she
said. “You tolerate going to
the dentist. If people are truly
practicing what they preach …
then I think they would accept
people and not worry about who
they fall in love with.”

